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ZOFIA STEMPLOWSKA 

 

Worcester College 

Oxford OX1 2HB 

zofia.stemplowska@worc.ox.ac.uk 

 

ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT 

 

Since 2020 Professor of Political Theory, Department of Politics and International Relations and 

Asa Briggs Fellow, Worcester College, University of Oxford 

 

2012-2020 Associate Professor in Political Theory, Department of Politics and International 

Relations and Asa Briggs Fellow, Worcester College, University of Oxford  

 

2010-2012 Associate Professor of Political Theory, Department of Politics and International 

Studies, University of Warwick  

 

2009-2010 Lecturer in Political Theory, School of Politics, University of Reading  

 

2008-2009 Barbara McCoy Postdoctoral Fellow at the Center for Ethics in Society, Stanford 

University (on leave from Manchester) 

 

2005-2009  Lecturer in Political Philosophy, School of Social Sciences, University of Manchester 

(passed probation 2008) 

 

2001-2005 Part-time positions during my graduate studies: Retained Lecturer in Political Theory 

for Pembroke College, Oxford (2001-2003); Stipendiary Lecturer for Christ Church, 

Oxford (2003-2005); fixed-term Lecturer for School of Public Policy, University 

College London (2004-2005) 

 

MATERNITY LEAVE 

 

2015-2016 Three terms 

 

2013-2014  Three terms  

 

EDUCATION 

 

2002-2006 Nuffield College, Oxford – D.Phil in Politics (Political Theory) – no corrections 

Thesis title: ‘The Concepts of Luck and Responsibility in Contemporary Theories of 

Justice’.  Supervisor: David Miller; also supervised for a term by G.A. Cohen. 

Examiners: Adam Swift and Jonathan Wolff.  

 

2000-2002 Nuffield College, Oxford – M.Phil in Politics – Distinction 

 

1997-2000 New College, Oxford – BA (Hons) in Philosophy, Politics & Economics – 1st Class 

[1st class papers in all three subjects] 

SELECTED FELLOWSHIPS 

 

2022-23 British Academy Mid-Career Fellowship 

2023 Harsanyi Fellow, Australian National University (postponed due to Covid) 

2010 Visiting Scholar at the Center for Ethics, Stanford University (March-April) 

2010 Visiting Fellow at Nuffield College, Oxford (January-March and May-June) 

mailto:zofia.stemplowska@worc.ox.ac.uk
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2008-2009 Barbara McCoy Postdoctoral Fellow at the Center for Ethics in Society 

Stanford University (visiting for one year) 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

EDITED BOOK 

 

Responsibility and Distributive Justice, Oxford University Press, 2011, 309 + viii pp (edited with Carl 

Knight) [paperback 2014].  

 

PEER-REFEREED ARTICLES 

 

‘Citizens with Benefits’, the 96th Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society, Supplementary Volume, 

forthcoming 2022.  

‘Is humanity under duty to deliver socioeconomic human rights?’, Journal of Applied Philosophy, 

forthcoming.  

‘The Rhodes Statue: Honour, Shame and Responsibility’, Political Quarterly 92 (2021): 629-637.  

‘Substantive Responsibility and the Causal Thesis’ in M. Stepanians and M. Frauchiger (eds.), 

Proceedings from the Lauener Symposium on Analytical Philosophy (2021): 119–130. 

‘“A Quite Similar Enterprise…Interpreted Quite Differently?” James Buchanan, John Rawls and the 

Politics of the Social Contract’, Modern Intellectual History 18 (2021): 1010-1033 (with Ben 

Jackson).  

‘The Incentives Account of Feasibility’, Philosophical Studies 178 (2021): 2385-2401.  

‘Duties to the Dead: Is Posthumous Mitigation of Injustice Possible?’, Oxford Studies in Political 

Philosophy 6 (2020): 32-58. 

‘Coercing Compliers to Do More Than One’s Fair Share’, Zeitschrift für Ethik und Moralphilosophie 

2 (2019): 147-160. 

‘What is Wrong with Divinitia’ [part of a symposium on Laborde’s Liberalism’s Religion], Secular 

Studies 1 (2019): 104-113.  

‘Remembering War’, Journal of Applied Philosophy 36 (2019): 382-390. 

‘How Generous Should Egalitarians Be?’, Critical Review of International Social and Political 

Philosophy 22 (2019): 269-83. 

‘Should I Be Proud of Liberalism with Excellence? On the Collective Grounds of Self-Respect’, 

American Journal of Jurisprudence 63 (2018): 81–91. 

‘Dethroning Democratic Legitimacy’, Oxford Studies in Political Philosophy 4 (2017): 3-27 (with 

Adam Swift). 

‘Feasibility: Individual and Collective’, Social Philosophy & Policy 33 (2016): 273-291. 

‘The Duty To Do More Than One’s Fair Share’, Critical Review of International Social and Political 

Philosophy 19 (2016): 591-608. 

‘On Frank Knight’s “Freedom as Fact and Criterion”’, Ethics 125 (2015): 552-554 (with Ben Jackson) 

[a short piece]. 

‘The Asymmetry Objection Rides Again: On the Nature and Significance of Justificatory 

Disagreement’, Journal of Applied Philosophy 32 (2015): 133-146 (with Timothy Fowler).  

‘Dignified Morality’, Jurisprudence 6 (2015): 309-326 (with Matthew Clayton). 

‘Sen’s Modest Justice’, Jurisprudence 5 (2014): 376-384. 

‘Rescuing Luck Egalitarianism’, Journal of Social Philosophy 44 (2013): 402-419. 

‘Harmful Choices: Scanlon and Voorhoeve on Substantive Responsibility’, Journal of Moral 

Philosophy 10 (2013): 488-507. 

‘Theory, Ideal Theory and the Theory of Ideals’, Political Studies Review 10 (2012): 48-62 (with Alan 

Hamlin). 

‘On the Real World Duties Imposed on Us by Human Rights’, Journal of Social Philosophy 40 

(2009): 466-87. 

‘Making Justice Sensitive to Responsibility’, Political Studies 57 (2009): 237-59. 

‘What’s Ideal About Ideal Theory?’, Social Theory and Practice 34 (2008): 319-40.  
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• Re-printed in Tom D. Campbell and Alejandra Mancilla (eds.), Theories of Justice, Ashgate, 

2012. 

‘Worth the Paper It’s Written On: A Comment on Carole Pateman and Charles W. Mills’s Contract 

and Domination’, Journal of Political Ideologies 13 (2008): 228-33.  

‘Holding People Responsible for What They Do Not Control’, Politics, Philosophy & Economics 7 

(2008): 355-77. 

 

CHAPTERS 

 

‘Global Poverty’ in Catriona McKinnon, Robert Jubb, and Patrick Tomlin (eds), Issues in Political 

Theory, 4th edition, Oxford University Press, 2019. 

‘The Price of Safety in Schools is Too High When the Most Vulnerable Have to Pay It’ in Meira 

Levinson and Jacob Fay (eds.), Democratic Discord in Schools, Harvard Education Press, 

2019.  

‘Should Coercive Neurointerventions Target the Victims of Wrongdoing?’, in David Birks and Tom 

Douglas (eds.), Treatment for Crime, Oxford University Press, 2018. 

‘Nonideal Theory’ in Kasper Lippert-Rasmussen, Kimberly Brownlee and David Coady (eds.), A 

Companion to Applied Philosophy, Wiley-Blackwell, 2017.  

‘Trapped in the Experience Machine with a Famous Violinist: Thought Experiments in Normative 

Theory’, in Adrian Blau (ed.), Methods in Analytical Political Theory, Cambridge University 

Press, 2017 (with Kimberley Brownlee). 

 ‘Rarely Harsh and Always Fair: Luck Egalitarianism and Unhealthy Choices’, in S. Matthew Liao 

(ed.), Current Controversies in Bioethics, Routledge, 2017.  

 ‘Financial Inclusion, Education, and Human Rights’, in Tom Sorell and Luis Cabrera (eds.), 

Microfinance, Rights, & Global Justice, Cambridge University Press, 2015 (with Kimberley 

Brownlee).  

‘Can Moral Desert Qualify or Justify Human Rights?’ in Rowan Cruft, S. Matthew Liao, Massimo 

Renzo (eds.), The Philosophical Foundations of Human Rights, Oxford University Press, 

2015. 

 ‘Rawls on Ideal and Nonideal Theory’, in Jon Mandle and David Reidy (eds.), The Blackwell 

Companion to Rawls, Wiley-Blackwell Publishing, 2013 (with Adam Swift). 

‘Luck Egalitarianism’, in Gerald Gaus and Fred D'Agostino (eds.), The Routledge Companion to 

Social and Political Philosophy, Routledge, 2013. 

‘Ideal and Nonideal Theory’, in David Estlund (ed.), The Oxford Handbook of Political 

Philosophy, Oxford University Press, 2012 (with Adam Swift). 

‘Responsibility and Respect: Reconciling Two Egalitarian Visions’, in Knight and Stemplowska 

(eds.), Responsibility and Distributive Justice (see above). [But I wish I had called it ‘Three 

Models of Responsibility Sensitive Egalitarianism’] 

‘Introduction: Responsibility and Distributive Justice’, in Knight and Stemplowska (eds.), 

Responsibility and Distributive Justice (see above) (with Carl Knight). 

‘Ronald Dworkin’, in D. Brack and E. Randall (eds.), Dictionary of Liberal Thought, Politico’s 

Publishing, 2007. 

 

IN PREPARATION 

 

‘Partial Compliance Theory’, for David Copp, Connie Rosati and Tina Rulli (eds), Oxford Handbook 

of Normative Ethics, Oxford University Press.  

‘“Go Tell the Spartans, Passerby”: Whom To Remember Among Many?’ 

‘Equality of Attention’ 

Political Philosophy, Here and Now, Daniel Butt, Sarah Fine and Zofia Stemplowska (eds.), Oxford 

University Press, under contract. (including Introduction co-authored by the editors and 

Chapter co-authored with Daniel Butt) – manuscript with the publisher.  

‘Nozick and Egalitarianism’, for Ralf Bader (ed.), Nozick’s Anarchy, State and Utopia at 50, 

Cambridge University Press, forthcoming 2024. 

 

http://ethicsinsociety.stanford.edu/apps/stanfordeis/files/wysiwyg_images/Stemplowska_4.pdf
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EDITED SYMPOSIA 

 

‘Symposium on G.A. Cohen and Socialism’, Politics, Philosophy & Economics 13 (2014) (co-edited 

with Miriam Ronzoni); co-authored ‘Introduction’. 

‘Symposium on Joseph Raz on Value, Reasons, and Respect’, Ethics 120 (2010) (co-edited with 

Kimberley Brownlee); co-authored ‘Introduction’. 

 

OTHER 

 

‘Among School Children’, LRB Blog, 5 May 2022 

‘NATO Enlargement is not to Blame for Russia’s War in Ukraine’, LSE Blog, 27 April 2022 

‘Are Severe Sanctions on Russia Morally Justified?’ (with Avia Pasternak), New Statesman, Agora, 

19 April 2022 

‘On Admitting Refugees’, Public Ethics Blog, 6 April 2022 

‘A Little Town in Poland: on The Crime and The Silence by Anna Bikont’, Times Literary 

Supplement, 15 April 2016.  

‘Dressing for History: on Warsaw Boy by Andrew Borowiec’, Times Literary Supplement, 14 

November 2014. 

‘Polin: A Wish to be Remembered; The Museum of the History of the Polish Jews’, Times Literary 

Supplement, 19 November 2014. 

‘What Did the Poles Do? Jan T. Gross and the Understanding of a Nation’, Times Literary 

Supplement, 15 June 2012. 

 

TEACHING 

 

UNIVERSITY of OXFORD 

 

• Prelims (1st year) Introduction to Politics: Theorizing the Democratic State 

• FHS (2nd and 3rd year) Theory of Politics (as Politics and Philosophy options) 

• FHS (2nd and 3rd year) Advanced Paper in Theories of Justice 

• FHS (2nd and 3rd year) Plato to Rousseau 

• M.Phil Methods and Approaches in Political Theory (core course) 

• M.Phil Reasoning in Political Philosophy (core course) 

• M.Phil Political Theory Seminar (core course) 

• M.Phil Research Design Class (core course) 

• M.Phil Mitigating Historical Injustice (option) 

• Graduate Political Theory Workshop  

• M.Phil supervision 

• D.Phil supervision (list of past and current students available on request) 

• Visiting doctoral student mentoring  

• Personal Tutor and College Advisor, Worcester College, University of Oxford (since 2012) 

 

List of courses taught and supervisees at University of Warwick, University of Reading, Stanford 

University, University of Manchester and University College London available on request.  

 

ADMINISTRATION 

 

2022 Chairing a section of Worcester Strategy Review  

Since 2020 General Purposes Committee [the executive committee], Department of Politics and 

IR [DPIR], University of Oxford; 2nd term.  

Since 2016 Domus Committee, Worcester College 

2018-2021 Nominating Committee, Worcester College  

2014-2021  Director of the Centre for the Study of Social Justice, University of Oxford. 

2018-2020 Tutor for Graduates, Worcester College (sitting on Tutors Committee, Academic 

Strategy Committee, Fellowship Committee, Scholarships Committee (Chair), 
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Buildings Committee, Weekly Senior Management Committee) and (2019-20) 

Member of the Standing Committee of the Graduate Committee, Conference of 

Colleges. 

2019-2020 Member of the Provost Search Committee, Worcester College. 

2019 Member of the Pay Review Panel, Worcester College.  

2018-2019 Chair of the PPE Prelims Exam Board and HPOL Exam Board 

2014-2019 Oxford Political Theory Network Coordinator, Department of Politics and 

International Relations, University of Oxford. 

2014-2017 General Purposes Committee [the executive committee], DPIR, University of Oxford. 

2014-2015  Committee of Committees, Worcester College. 

2012-2013  MSc Working Group, Department of Politics and IR, University of Oxford. 

2011-2012  Director of Undergraduate Studies, Department of Politics and International Studies, 

University of Warwick. 

2011-2012   Departmental Representative to the Board of the Faculty of Social Science, 

University of Warwick. 

2011-2012   Co-responsible for Widening Participation and Access, Politics Department, 

 University of Warwick. 

2010-2011  Research Committee, University of Warwick. 

2010-2011  1st Year Exam Secretary, Politics, University of Warwick. 

2009-2010   Head of Applied Political Theory Group, University of Reading. 

 

SERVICE (Beyond Oxford) 

 

Associate Editor of Philosophy and Public Affairs (since 2018)  

Associate Editor of Social and Political Philosophy, Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (since 

2014)  

Executive Committee Member, Society for Applied Philosophy (2010-2015) 

Reviewer: Promotion review for Australian National University, Melbourne University, 

Warwick University, Central European University; university of Bayreuth; British 

Academy, Israel Science Foundation; European Research Consortium; Leverhulme 

Trust.  

 

LANGUAGES 

 

Polish (native speaker; full Polish Baccalaureate [Matura]); English (fluent); French (advanced); 

Russian (reviving my knowledge via Duolingo) 

 

22 March 2022 


